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INTRODUCTION

A significant proportion of the Solomon Island people are subsistence dwellers, providing their own food. Others have
some cash crop, such as copra, but still grow their own food. Some sell vegetables in the local markets as a way of
obtaining cash to purchase other goods, pay school fees etc. So agriculture is a very significant aspect of life in the
Solomon |slands and an important part of the economy.

Pigs and poultry (eggs and/or meat), cattle, honey bee and fishing are also important parts of the culture.

It is important, therefore that people understand all aspects of agriculture if they are to maximise their efforts and make
best use of their resources.

Aswell as the skills needed for growing good crops, students will be taught the importance of good land management,
sustainability of resources, pest control, different methods of farming, integration of al aspects of agriculture - animals,
fish, trees, plantation crops, gardens, etc.

Itisessential that there be awell trained and skilled workforce to meet these emerging needs. Instructorsin Rural
Training Centres can play aleading role in delivering these skillsto the rural areas of the country.

COURSE

The course is designed primarily to teach practical skills of agriculture, including aspects of gardening, cash crops,
animal husbandry, integration, marketing and management.

INTEGRATED FARMING

Thisisamajor component of the course with time allocations as indicated above. Both theory and practical aspects are
covered. Students work in the Centre’ s vegetable project and gain practical knowledge of all aspects of running a
vegetable project as an income generating project.

GARDENING

Each week students spend on average 5 hours working in the school food gardens producing the various root crops for
consumption at school by the staff and students. This segment is all practical. The theoretical aspects are covered in the
Integrated farming segment

POULTRY

Thisisamajor component of the course. Both theory and practical aspects are covered. Students work in the Centre’s
poultry project and gain practical knowledge of all aspects of running a poultry project as an income generating project
aswell as village-based poultry projects.

PIGGERY

Thisisamajor component of the course. Both theory and practical aspects are covered. Students work in the Centre’s
piggery project and gain practical knowledge of all aspects of running a piggery project as an income generating project
aswell as village-based projects

RicE

Students spend time throughout the year working in the Centre’ srice project and gain practical experience of all aspects
of rice production from nursery and site preparation through to processing and marketing.

PLANTATION CROPS

Students spend time throughout the year working in the Centre’ s coconut and cocoa plantation and gain practical
experience of all aspects of coconut production and processing and marketing.

HONEY BEE

Students work in the Centre’ s Honey bee project and gain practical experience in all aspects of the project.
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PIGGERY
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PROCESSING AND MARKETING
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MAJOR TOPICS

% Therole of Chickensin Agriculture

¢+ Chicken physiology

% Nutrition and Feeding

% Breeds of Chicken suitable for the Solomons
¢ Layer and Broiler Management
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